
THETA hosts international PRECIS Meeting 

- PRagmatic Explanatory Continuum Indicator Summaries - Pragmatic trial design tool 

When: Monday, 11th March 2013, 9:30-4:30 p.m.

Where: Leslie Dan Pharmacy Building, University of Toronto

Host: Toronto Health Economics and Technology Assessment Collaborative (THETA)

PRECIS Meeting Agenda

Morning session:

We would like to discuss results from a modified Delphi carried out in October and November 
2012 and proposed modifications of the original PRECIS model published in 2009. This will 
entail participants discussing the PRECIS domains (looking at different aspect of trial design), 
scoring and structure of possible PRECIS models.

Afternoon session: 

 Discussion on new approach to significance testing for pragmatic trials based on Schwartz 
and Lellouch’s 1967 original paper (1 hour)

 Plan a PRECIS elaboration paper, a detailed paper that picks out each of the assertions or 
ideas for PRECIS-2

THETA host: 

Murray Krahn. MD, MSc, FRCPC, is the Director of THETA, the F. Norman Hughes Chair in 
Pharmacoeconomics and Social and Administrative Pharmacy Division Head in the Faculty of Pharmacy, 
Professor at the University of Toronto, and Scientist and Adjunct Scientist at the Toronto General 
Research Institute and Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences

Organisers: 

Joanna Bielecki, Mildred Lim, Karen Liu 

Convenors: 

Kirsty Loudon (University of Dundee), MPH, BSc (Hons), BN, PhD candidate; 2nd year Medical 
Research Council PhD Student at the University of Dundee working on thesis "Making trials matter: 
providing an empirical basis for the promotion (or rejection) of pragmatic design choices in clinical 
trials". Background in nursing, working with the Cochrane Collaboration and the Norwegian Knowledge 
Centre for Health Services. 



Merrick Zwarenstein (Sunnybrook Research Institute), MD, PhD is a Senior Scientist, Institute for 
Clinical Evaluative Sciences, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, University of Toronto. He is an 
internationally recognized leader in the methods and practice of pragmatic randomized trials. He was 
the principal investigator for a network of health services and policy researchers who developed part of 
the internationally recognized Consolidated Standards on Reporting of Randomized Trials (CONSORT) 
statement, which has influenced the way randomized trials are described and published.

Shaun Treweek (University of Aberdeen) PhD, BSc (Hons), Chair in Health Services Research,  
University of Aberdeen. Shaun Treweek has over 18 years experience as a health services researcher 
specialising in trial methodology. He is active in the field of pragmatic trial design, the design and pre-
trial testing of complex interventions, interventions to improve recruitment to trials, and theory-based 
methods to assess the implementation potential of interventions.

Participants: 

David Moher, Senior Scientist, Clinical Epidemiology, Ottawa Hospital Research Institute, Associate 
Professor, Department of Epidemiology and Community Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Ottawa, Ontario, dmoher@ohri.ca

Dan Riddle, P.T., Ph.D., FAPTA Otto D. Payton Professor, Departments of Physical Therapy and 
Orthopaedic Surgery, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, dlriddle@vcu.edu

Jerry Krishnan, MD, PhD Professor of Medicine and Public Health, Associate Vice President for 
Population Health Sciences, University of Illinois Hospital and Health Sciences System, Chicago, 
jakris@uic.edu

Vivian Welch, PhD, Deputy Director, Centre for Global Health, Institute of Population Health, University 
of Ottawa, Ontario, Vivian.Welch@uottawa.ca

Joel Gagnier, ND, MSc, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Department of 
Epidemiology, University of Michigan, Michigan, jgagnier@med.umich.edu

Kevin Thorpe, Biostatistician/Trialist, Applied Health Research Centre (AHRC), Li Ka Shing Knowledge 
Institute of St. Michael's, Assistant Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto, 
kevin.thorpe@utoronto.ca

An-Wen Chan MD, DPhil (Oxon), FRCPC, Assistant Professor, Associate SGS Member, Women’s College 
Research Institute, Toronto, anwen.chan@utoronto.ca

David Kent, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine, Neurology, Clinical and Translational Science Director 
of the Clinical and Translational Science (CTS) MS/PhD Program General Internist, Tufts Medical Centre, 
Boston, dkent1@tuftsmedicalcenter.org

Rob Fowler, MD, MDCM, MSc, Senior Scientist, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, Toronto, 
Rob.Fowler@sunnybrook.ca
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Dr Janet Martin, Assistant Professor, Schulich School of Medicine and Dentists, the University of 
Western Ontario. Janet.Martin@lhsc.on.ca

Valeria Rac, MD, PhD is a Director, Clinical Research at Toronto Health Economics and Technology 
Assessment Collaborative (THETA), University of Toronto, valeria.rac@theta.utoronto.ca

Lusine Abrahamyan, MD, MPH, PhD, Clinical Epidemiologist at Clinical Research at Toronto Health 
Economics and Technology Assessment Collaborative (THETA), University of Toronto, 
lusine.abrahamyan@theta.utoronto.ca

Ba Pham, Decision Modeler, Toronto Health Economics and Technology Assessment Collaborative 
(THETA), University of Toronto, ba.pham@theta.utoronto.ca

Video-conference participants:

Eric Johnson, PhD, MPH, Investigator, Kaiser Permanente Centre for Health Research, Portland, Oregon 
Eric.S.Johnson@kpchr.org.

Dr. John Powers, III, MD, Collaborative Clinical Research Branch, NIAID (National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases), powersjohn@mail.nih.gov 

Peter Selby, MD, Chief, Addictions Division, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH), Toronto 
(morning only), Peter_Selby@camh.net

Noemi Lois, MD, PhD, FRCS(Ed) Ophthalmology Department, Grampian University Hospitals-NHS Trust, 
Aberdeen, AB25 2ZN, UK, Noemilois@aol.com

Jodi B. Segal, BS, MD, MPH Associate Professor of Medicine, Director, Pharmacoepidemiology 
Program, Co-Director, Hopkins DEcIDE Network of AHRQ, Co-Director, Hopkins AHRQ-NRSA Training 
Grant for Comparative Effectiveness Research, Associate Director, Johns Hopkins Evidence Based 
Practice Center of AHRQ, Associate Faculty,  Welch Center for Prevention, Epidemiology, and Clinical 
Research, jsegal@jhsph.edu

Frank Sullivan, Head, Population health sciences, University of Dundee, NHSTayside chair of General 
Practice and Primary Care in the University of Dundee, Director of the Scottish School of Primary Care in 
Scotland, f.m.sullivan@dundee.ac.uk

Rodger Kessler Ph.D. ABPP, Director, Primary Care Behavioral Health Fletcher Allen Health Care 
Assistant Professor of Family Medicine Fellow, Global Health Economics Unit Center for Translational 
Science University of Vermont College of Medicine Director, Collaborative Care Research Network, 
Rodger.Kessler@med.uvm.edu 

If you require further information please contact Kirsty Loudon  K.Loudon@dundee.ac.uk 
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